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1. President's Message

Hokkaido University was founded in 1876 as 

Sapporo Agricultural College, one of the nation’ s

first institutes of higher education established in the

early years of the Meiji era. “Boys, be ambitious!”

is what Dr. William S. Clark, the college's first 

viceprincipal, was quoted as telling his students 

before leaving Sapporo. This phrase is well-known 

among Japan’ s youth and also serves as Hokkaido

University’ s maxim. 

Hokkaido University upholds the educational and 

research philosophies of “Frontier Spirit”, “Global 

Perspectives” , “All-Round Education” , and 

“Practical Learning”, which developed over our 

140-year history. Currently, all our faculty 

members, students, and graduates are making a 

concerted effort to transform the campus into a 

global base for education and research.

Improvement and Internationalization of
Education
Hokkaido University nurtures internationally

minded, well-rounded citizens by helping students 

acquire expertise and personally develop independently and holistically through general, specialized, and graduate education. Based on this policy, 

in 2011 we implemented a drastic reform of our entrance examination system. As a result, students in our general education classes can now pursue 

studies in the undergraduate faculty of their choice, instead of having to remain in a pre-determined course of study. The reforms also encourage 

interactions between students as befits a comprehensive institute of higher learning.

In the 2013 fiscal year, Nitobe College was founded as an undergraduate program that supports overseas study. Then in the 2015 fiscal year, the 

Nitobe School for graduate students was founded to create classroom environments in which students of different nationalities, languages, cultures, 

and specialist backgrounds can nurture their abilities to utilize special skills through intensive team-learning activities. Through these efforts, 
Hokkaido University is building an advanced system for developing graduates who can compete in the international arena.

Internationalization of Research
Hokkaido University is strengthening its foundations of education and research by placing an increased emphasis on graduate education. At the 

same time, we are making our educational and research organizations more efficient by promoting flexibility in the organizational structures of our 

graduate schools and advancing a faculty and graduate school framework designed to encourage pioneering interdisciplinary research and 

education.

Through such initiatives, we strive to create new research bases for interdisciplinary projects, provide lectures in foreign languages, and accept

competent international students to further our development into a university open to the world and into a global center for education and research.

Partnerships with Society
Hokkaido University is developing a host of projects intended to enhance public awareness of the university—utilizing our satellite offices inside and

outside Japan as bases for transmitting information to the public and promoting exchanges with local communities, improving our websites and 

public relations magazines, offering an open campus for high school students, organizing extension lecture programs, and improving our 

OpenCourseWare system, which makes course materials available to the world.

The university also strives to share research findings with society and strengthen partnerships with local communities and industries by enhancing 

and utilizing joint venture hubs and joint Centers of Excellence in cooperation with various regions and industries. These hubs and centers are 

developed under a collaborative framework led by the Institute for the Promotion of Business-Regional Collaboration, which was established to take

“Practical Learning” to new heights.

Contributing Toward the Resolution of Global Issues
In 2026, the University will mark its 150th year. As we approach this important anniversary, we recognize anew the need to reexamine our role in

society by contributing toward the resolution of global issues. To this end, we have compiled a “Future Strategy for the 150th Anniversary of 

Hokkaido University”.

Boldly and steadily, we will continue to adapt and reform the university based on our guiding philosophies and long-term goals.
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2. University Philosophies
Frontier Spirit
Our Frontier Spirit epitomizes the ideal that both students and the academic and 
administrative staff should resolutely take up their daily challenges with an eye to forging
new paths. It has its origins in the words "lofty ambition" uttered by Dr. W. S. Clark during 
the opening ceremony of Sapporo Agricultural College. This basic philosophy has served 
as the foundation on which Hokkaido University has rested for more than a century. The 
twenty-first century frontier spirit manifests itself in our continued expansion of research in 
response to shifting academic paradigms and the new challenges facing humanity. Based 
on a firm foundation of academic freedom, Hokkaido University aims to encourage 
creative research that does not separate theory from practice, and to promote world-class 
study to solve the problems confronting humankind.
We will do so by dramatically improving our research and educational activities via the
flexible organization of our graduate schools and other networks.

Global Perspectives
From its very start, Sapporo Agricultural College was always open to different world-views, introducing Western culture, science, and 
technology, and providing English-language lectures by foreign teachers. Ever since, many of our graduates have played active roles overseas, 
and our philosophy of the value of acquiring global perspectives has been passed down in many different forms. Needless to say, we must 
cultivate a better understanding of other cultures by enriching our liberal arts education, underpinned by an awareness of our own culture. By 
cultivating communication skills in foreign languages, we can better prepare ourselves for playing a more active role in the global arena. To 
help our students and staff acquire global perspectives and thus contribute to the development of an international society, Hokkaido University 
seeks to provide ample opportunities for study and research abroad. We actively encourage the admission of foreign students and researchers, 
and promote cultural and social exchanges with people in Asia and the northern regions, and throughout the rest of the world.

All-Round Education
Sapporo Agricultural College not only trained agricultural experts, but also produced graduates endowed with a rich humanity, lofty intellect,
and broad range of knowledge. The results can be seen in the succession of outstanding thinkers and literary figures the college produced,
including Kanzo Uchimura, Shigetaka Shiga, Inazo Nitobe, and Takeo Arishima. This philosophy of an all-around education has been handed 
down at Hokkaido University through our tradition of emphasizing a liberal arts education as the key to producing graduates armed with the 
well-rounded acuity and deep insights they need to apply their specialized knowledge. To further advance this philosophy, Hokkaido 
University seeks to provide an all-around education that will cultivate a rich humanity and lofty intellect, foster a spirit of freedom and 
independence, and encourage students to establish autonomous identities. We believe this kind of education produces graduates who respect 
human rights and have the basic abilities required to accurately respond to society's needs.

Practical Learning
Our philosophy of emphasizing practical learning acquired a dual significance in the course of the various hardships Sapporo Agricultural 
College overcame as it developed into today’s comprehensive university. We look on research as the process of creating universal learning that 
is integrated with the real world, and we seek to emphasize not only basic research but also focus on returning the fruits of our research to 
society by prioritizing its practical applications. The botanical research conducted by Kingo Miyabe and the research on snow by Ukichiro 
Nakaya, both carried out in the vast wilderness of Hokkaido, are outstanding examples of research on familiar topics that led to universal truths. 
Much of the research at Hokkaido University is developed in collaboration with regional industries. Hokkaido University intends to pursue a 
modern emphasis on practical learning, utilizing absolute truths that are grounded in the real world. By making full use of Hokkaido's unique 
characteristics and expanding our collaboration with government, industry, and academia, we aim to give back the fruits of our research to 
Hokkaido, Japan, and the rest of the world. In addition, Hokkaido University strives to produce leading experts and professionals in our 
graduate schools, and to improve our adult education program.
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Emeritus Professor Akira Suzuki, who has worked for more than 40 years at Hokkaido University after graduating, won 
a Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2010. The prize was given for “palladium-catalyzed cross couplings in organic 
synthesis”, which produce a more stable, nontoxic reaction compared with other reactions, an innovation that 
drastically changed the methodology of organic synthetic chemistry, which serves as a foundation for manufacturing. 
It also has made a significant contribution to the development of products that are familiar in our daily life, such as 
pharmaceutical drugs, pesticides, liquid crystals, and organic light-emitting diodes. The achievement perfectly 
embodies our philosophy of “practical learning”.

3. Introduction
1)  HU Prizes 

The world’s most prestigious award for achievements made in areas concerning water. The prize is conferred by King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden.

prize

Its 

Prizes are
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2)  HU Honors (Honorary Degree Recipients)
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96,335
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6,250
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112 575

Data as of June 1, 2016Data as of May 1, 2016

Data as of May 1, 2016

2016

2016

45,221 (46.9%)

1,602 (1.7%)

1,833 (1.9%)

200 (0.2%)

27,360 (28.4%)

43,731
(45.4%)

30,883
(32.1%)

21,720
(22.5%)

20,119
(20.9%)

9,362 (9.7%)

36,227 (37.6%)

1,602 (1.7%)

20,199 (20.9%)

27,655 (28.7%)

1,371 (1.4%)

43,731
(45.4%)

30,883
(32.1%)

21,720
 (22.5%)

3)  Hokkaido University at a Glance

1○ Number of Staff

2○ Number of Students

3○ University Revenue and Expenditure
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2016

112 173

1,777

462

59

1,454 218 43 37

33 4

11 3

72 13

10 14

1,777**
1,279

385
71

1,637

1,112

366

92
71

385

1,279

1,777**

5○ International Student Numbers & Sources of Financial Support 1996-2016

6○ Outbound Program Data

4○ International Students in HU, Partner Universities, and Overseas Satellite Offices

Europe Office in Helsinki

Korea Office in Seoul

Africa Office in Lusaka

Data as of May 1,2016

(Data as of May 1,2016)

46 50
2015 / 2016

over

250over 264 2015 / 2016
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○1 Modern Japanese Studies Program (MJSP)
The Modern Japanese Studies Program (MJSP) is a four-year bachelor’s degree program, preceded by a six-months
Intensive Japanese Course for students without sufficient Japanese skills to enter the bachelor’s degree program 
directly. MJSP gives a comprehensive education in the language and society of Japan.

The program has four main characteristics:

Japan’s northernmost island.

There are two modules to choose from: History / Culture and Society / Political Economy. One becomes the major and the other the minor. In 
the first two to three years, these subjects are taught in English by an international team of educators with world-class research profiles. Once 
students have sufficient Japanese skills, they may also take courses in Japanese in the faculties of Law, Letters, Education, and
Economics and Business Administration.

Program Details 

Intensive Japanese Course)

Course＋Bachelor’s Degree program), April 
(Bachelor’s Degree program only)

Hokkaido University has a scholarship program 
(Modern Japanese Studies Program Scholarship 
Program) for students participating in the Modern 
Japanese Studies Program.

○2 Integrated Science Program (ISP)
The Integrated Science Program (ISP) at Hokkaido University is a cross-disciplinary educational science program for international students 
interested in pursuing degrees in the natural sciences. The program’s strong cross-disciplinary nature aims to give students an excellent scientific 
education across the core scientific disciplines (biology, chemistry, physics), while allowing them to specialize in particular fields in later years 
in accordance with their own interests. While students’ main scientific studies are entirely in English, a multitude of additional liberal arts and 
Japanese language courses are available to ensure they receive a rich and fulfilling education while at Hokkaido University. A range of ISP 
scholarships are available that provide waivers of the enrollment fee.

The program comprises a four-year Bachelor’s degree 
and a two-year Master’s degree. The latter includes an 
active research component, in which the students are 
affiliated with one of the university’s prestigious 
graduate schools to learn the techniques and skills 
needed to　flourish as scientists and researchers in or 
out of academia. With Hokkaido University’s advanced 
graduation initiative, we offer highly　motivated and 
capable students the opportunity to graduate from the 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree programs in 3.5 and 1.5 
years, respectively. This means the combined course 
may be completed in only 5 years, which is shorter 
than most other international　universities, giving 
graduates an edge in an increasingly competitive job 
market.

4. Programs and Support in English
1)  Undergraduate Level
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Program Specific
University Wide

Scholarship from Leading Program (until enrollments in April 2017)
MEXT *

Program Specific
University Wide

None
MEXT *

Program Specific
University Wide

None
MEXT *

y

http://www.vetmed.hokudai.ac.jp/onehealth/en/

The Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine's education and research focuses on life sciences, ecosystem 
conservation, and maintaining healthy and sound living environments of both humans and animals. The graduate 
school has been selected as the Program for Leading Graduate Schools for its “Fostering Global Leaders in 
Veterinary Science for Contributing to One Health”. This initiative 
offers students stronger basic education programs, more 
opportunities for hands-on overseas activities, and better 
internship opportunities to reinforce the education provided by 
the Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine. The program focuses 
on fostering experts who can contribute to controlling zoonotic 
diseases and health problems caused by hazardous chemicals. To 
achieve this, we provide extensive coursework that focuses on 
zoonosis and chemical hazard control. Our education and 
research activities include laboratory-based work as well as going 
out into the field. We look forward to welcoming you on campus.

○1  Fostering Global Leaders in Veterinary Science Toward Contributing to One Health 【Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Doctor of Philosophy (Veterinary Medicine, Veterinary Medicin-Zoonosis Control Expert, Veterinary Medicie-Chemical Hazard Control Expert)

y

http://www.vetmed.hokudai.ac.jp/PGP/cover_page.html

Welcome to our unique program! Our faculty and graduate school conduct joint educational 
programs and research projects with foreign universities, and we are engaged in a diverse range of
outreach activities to put our knowledge of veterinary science into practical use.
In 2007, the Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine, in cooperation with the Research Center for 
Zoonosis Control, launched this special program designed for international students wishing to study 
veterinary science at Hokkaido University.
We help our students become leaders and experts who can work at the forefront of veterinary science 
in their home countries for the betterment of animal health and the global environment. We welcome 
highly motivated applicants to our sophisticated institutes and look forward to seeing you on campus 
in the future.

○2  Special Training Program for Veterinary Researchers Toward Building an International Network of Veterinary
     Researchers【Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Doctor of Philosophy

y

http://www.ees.hokudai.ac.jp/division/kigaku/modules/courses/GEM.html

This course aims to foster professionals who can contribute solving global environmental 
problems. Bringing both foreign and Japanese students together, this course aims to provide the 
advanced knowledge and skills needed for international cooperation, research, and investigation 
in fields such as resource management, environmental education, and human capacity building. 
Students also conduct research relevant to their coursework.
The course is taught in English.

○3  Course in Global Environmental Management (GEM)【Master’s / Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Master of Environmental Science, Doctor of Philosophy

2)  Graduate Level
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Program Specific
University Wide

MEXT * (IGP Special Quota) (Available for students who enroll during 2013 fall – 2017 fall)
MEXT *

Program Specific
University Wide

None
MEXT *

Program Specific
University Wide

None
MEXT *

y

http://altair.sci.hokudai.ac.jp/grad/igpoverview/

This graduate program aims to become a top-level education and research center for life sciences, based 
on a network of contacts with leading universities in Asia and elsewhere. IGP seeks to recruit excellent 
international students interested in the life sciences. Both Japanese and international students study under 
the same curriculum, 
which aims to 
produce leaders with 
global perspectives. 
From enrollment to 
graduation, English is
the program's main 
language. Students 

who wish to enter the Trans-disciplinary Life Science 
Course or Biosystems Science Course of the Graduate 
School of Life Science are eligible for this program.

○6  International Graduate Program: Training Program for Global Leaders in Life Sciences (IGP)【Master’s / Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Master of Life Science, Doctor of Philosophy Life Science

y

EPEES is a Graduate School of Environmental Science program with Master’s and Doctoral courses. The 
program is intended to foster professionals and researchers who can contribute to solving international 
environmental problems by providing them with extensive knowledge and a global perspective. The 
program is conducted entirely in English. Students are required to pursue a main research topic and study a 
subresearch topic as a mini-project. The program is 
run by the Division of Environmental Science 
Development in conjunction with three other 
Graduate School divisions. Pre-arrival Admission is 
available for this program.

○4  English Program of Environmental Earth Science for Sustainable Society (EPEES)【Master’s / Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Master of Environmental Science, Doctor of Philosophy (Environmental Science)

y

http://www.agr.hokudai.ac.jp/en/spgp/

This program was created in April 2013 out of the previous Special Postgraduate 
Program in Bio-Systems Sustainability. It provides an opportunity to study a unique 
combination of such fields as food, health, and environment. The program aims to 
meet urgent needs for researching and developing methods for preserving and 
sustainably utilizing the Earth's limited resources to maintain our quality of life into 
the future.

○5  Special Postgraduate Program in Biosphere Sustainability Science【Master’s / Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Master (Bio-systems Sustainability, Agrobilogy,
                                                 Applied Bioscience, Environment Resorces)
Doctor of Philosophy (Bio-systems Sustainability, Agrobilogy,
                                                 Applied Bioscience, Environment Resorces)

9



Program Specific

University Wide
Financial Support

MEXT * [University Recommendation: Special Program Slot]
<Designated Scholarship Programs>
MEXT *

Indian Railways (Indian Railways professionals)
Foreign Study Coordinator (regions with coordinator’s offices)

JICA **
Innovative Asia (leading universities in Asia)
AUN/SEED-Net (member universities in ASEAN countries)
ABE Initiative (54 African countries)
Pacific-LEADS (14 countries in the South-Pacific region)
Kizuna Program in Sustainable Resource Development (mining engineering)

MEXT *
JASSO *** Honors Scholarship [Special Program Slot]
Tuition pay-back for privately funded PhD students through employment as research assistants

y

http://www.eng.hokudai.ac.jp/e3/

The e3 program, established in 2000, allows students to benefit from the 
best Japanese technology and gives them access to cutting-edge 
knowledge and an international environment, helping them develop 
communication skills and cultural awareness, become flexible 
researchers and engineers in the diverse fields of science and technology, 
and graduate ready to face global challenges. Program extends to 12 
divisions of the Granduate  School of Engineerring and covers a wide 
range of engineering fields. Scholarships are offered to qualified 
international students.

○7  English Engineering Education Program (e³)【Master’s / Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Master of Engineering, Doctor of Philosophy (Engineering)

Program Specific
University Wide
Financial Support

MEXT * [University Recommendation: Special Program Slot]
MEXT *
JASSO *** Honors Scholarship [Special Program Slot]
Tuition pay-back for privately funded PhD students through employment as research assistants

y

p y p y g p y

http://www.eng.hokudai.ac.jp/ags/

The AGS program comprises the major fields of chemistry and materials science, including recent 
advances in organic chemistry, physical chemistry, inorganic chemistry, organometallic 
chemistry, polymer chemistry, catalysis, materials chemistry, biochemistry, and chemical 
engineering. This program provides financial support to outstanding students so they can 
concentrate on their studies and research without worrying about tuition, living costs, and other 
expenses. 

○8  Doctoral Program in Chemistry and Materials Science “Advanced Graduate School of Chemistry and Materials
     Science (AGS)” under the Graduate School of Chemical Sciences and Engineering (CSE)【Doctorate】

Degrees Obtainable

Scholarships / Financial Support

Doctor of Philosophy

*    MEXT : The Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Monbukagakusho

**   JICA : Japan International Cooperation Agency

*** JASSO : Japan Student Services Organization

10



Hokkaido University launched the Hokkaido Summer Institute (HSI) in 2016. HSI is a program that
brings together leading researchers with proven educational and research track records from around
the world, and provides courses in collaboration with HU faculty members.
HSI also allows participants to expand their knowledge of subjects in cutting-edge fields of research at
HU that previously were open only to students of the university. Program participants have an 
opportunity to attend classes that employ attractive educational techniques, such as field training in
Hokkaido’s extensive land resources and active learning activities, so they can develop into 
professionals capable of thriving on the world stage.
All instruction at HSI is in English. This provides international students with a stress-free learning
environment without having to worry about language barriers, and also creates a special opportunity 
for Japanese students, who can audit classes taught by internationally acclaimed researchers. The 
university strongly hopes that HSI students will cultivate a better understanding of other cultures and 
improve their English-language proficiency and communication skills through exchanges with 
researchers and students from other countries. Off-campus events and field trips are also planned so 
participants can enjoy Hokkaido’s beautiful summer.

Period
May 29-September 1, 2017

Credit
Credit will be awarded upon completion.

Tuition fee
14,800 yen per credit
Tuition fee will be waived for students who enroll in the program as exchange students from partner institutions with which HU has 
concluded a memorandum of understanding on mutual tuition waivers.

Courses
Undergraduate : 14
Graduate : 83

Online Application
February 1-28, 2017
http://hokkaidosummerinstitute.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/

3)  Hokkaido Summer Institute

Program Details (Hokkaido Summer Institute 2017)
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qualified

4)  International Student Support
1○ Psychological Support

2○ Daily Life

3○ Crisis Response

6○ Career Support

4○ Dormitory and Guarantee System

5○ Financial Aid

Living abroad can be very stressful. The Institute for International Collaboration (IIC) 
provides counseling services to international students and scholars. To meet the 
unique needs of international students, counseling sessions deal with a wide range 
of issues including psychological, interpersonal and cultural adjustment problems, 
career and academic concerns, and any other difficulties that international students 
may encounter. Psychiatric consultation is also available at the Health Care Center, 
assisted by interpretation from an ICC counselor.

Since the March 2011 disaster in the Tohoku region, the IIC has recognized the importance of 
crisis response and disaster preparedness. The IIC conducts a tour to the local Disaster 
Prevention Center and holds regular drills at university dormitories. Information to help 
international students and researchers learn how to protect themselves and their families in case 
of a disaster is also available.

Student Supporters help newly arrived international students get settled, providing assistance 
in areas such as opening a bank account, moving into a dormitory, and obtaining national 
health insurance. Staff at the Support Desk answer any questions about day-to-day matters, 
and the IIC provides an orientation for international students immediately after their arrival 
in Japan that covers what to expect in daily life, and provides information to help students 
adjust to Japanese society. The IIC publishes handbooks for international students and 
scholars, and regularly imparts useful information concerning academic affairs, events, and 
workshops, such as through our mailing for international students, the HU International 
Students News Letter, which is published twice a month. We also assist international 
students and scholars with immigration-related paperwork such as applications for 
Certificates of Eligibility, re-entry permits, and visa extensions..

Due to the recent and rapid increase in the number of international students at Hokkaido University,
we have improved and expanded accommodation facilities for foreign students and researchers, both 
singles and families, to better acclimatize them to living in Japan so they can quickly devote themselves 
to their studies and research.
Data from May 2016 shows that Hokkaido University provided dormitory living to 44% of its 
international students (767 out of 1,785), a figure that is much higher than other national universities of
a similar scale.
In addition, the IIC manages several international houses and offers a Guarantee System for 
international students who choose to rent accommodation privately.

For those who plan to obtain employment in Japan after graduating, the Center for International Education and Research offers a class on 
business Japanese. The IIC also maintains a strong working alliance with the Career Center in planning career workshops and providing 
career-related information to international students. Additionally, the Career Support Network for international student support provides 
employment-related postings for registered students.
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7○ International Activities

8○ Calendar

Holiday in Hidaka
HU international students go to Hidaka and
participate in activities with the community.
Held in July.

Sawakai (Tea Party)
Sawakai offers international and 
Japanese HU students and researchers 
the opportunity to meet in an informal 
atmosphere and enjoy tea and sweets 
while discussing a monthly theme at 
the IIC.

Zen Zemi (Zen Seminar)
Offered twice a year in spring and 
autumn at Koozen Temple in 
Takikawa, Hokkaido, this increasingly 
popular program offers the opportunity 
for international and Japanese students 
to broaden their personal and 
intercultural understanding through
group discussions, competitions,
meditation sessions, and other cultural
experiences.

For more information,
contact : event@oia.hokudai.ac.jp

Language Corner
Every Tuesday and Friday, HU students pair up
to speak in a non-native language in the relaxed 
environment of Language Corner.

First Sem
ester 

Second S
em

es
te

r 

Mar Apr

Feb May

Jan Jun

Dec Jul

Nov Aug
Oct Sep
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Eligibility:
The course is open to overseas students enrolled at Hokkaido University with a student visa (research students / kenkyusei, graduate students,
special auditors, and special research students) and overseas teaching and research staff. Auditors, credited auditors, and bachelor's degree
program students are not eligible. Bachelor's degree program students are only eligible to take the Business Japanese class.

Applications and Placement Test Information:
All applicants must complete an online application through the website (https://jpncourse.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/entry/). For more information,  
please visit the following links:
http://www.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/current-students/japanese-language-support/ , http://www.hokudai.ac.jp/php/jc/faq/ .

Intensive Japanese Course
*For Monbukagakusho Scholarship students and self-supported research students

This course is for students studying Japanese for the first time. The course aims to help students acquire the skills for basic daily 
communication.

Classes offered:
Elementary Grammar, Elementary Conversation, Elementary Kanji, Elementary Reading Comprehension, Elementary Writing, and Elementary
Listening Comprehension and Pronunciation
Length of course: 16 weeks. Monday to Friday, 3 lessons per day. 1 lesson is 90 minutes.

Eligibility:
Students must meet one of the following requirements:
・Be a university-recommended Japanese Government Scholarship Student at the graduate level (kenkyusei)
・Be a research student enrolled as a self-supported international student at Hokkaido University with the intention of studying at the
graduate level

*This course is mainly for Japanese Government Scholarship Students at the graduate level (embassy-recommended) and those in teacher
training programs. Therefore, additional students from the categories listed above will be accepted if there are vacancies.

Co-learning in Multicultural Classrooms (CMC)
The Center for International Education and Research coordinates and mainly offers the Co-learning in Multicultural Classrooms (CMC) program 
for overseas students, as well as teaching and research staff, as outlined below:

Objective:
The CMC focuses on exchanges between Japanese students and international students via course topics aimed at increasing vocabulary and
understanding while heightening skills that are necessary in the university environment. As such, the course does not emphasize learning the
Japanese language as much as concentrate on learning from one another. To this end, active and independent involvement is expected.

Eligibility:
Students must meet the following requirements:
1) Be an international student enrolled at Hokkaido University with a student visa as a research student, graduate student, special auditor, or
special research student, or be an international teaching or research staff.
2) Have a certain level of Japanese language ability.

Application and Placement Test Information:
All applicants must complete an online application through the website (https://jpncourse.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/entry/). For more information,  
please visit the following links:
http://www.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/current-students/japanese-language-support/ ,http://www.hokudai.ac.jp/php/jc/faq/ .

General Education: Japanese Language and Japanese Affairs
*For Monbukagakusho Scholarship Students, Foreign Government-Sponsored Students, Students on the Japan-Korea Joint Programme for Science 
and Engineering, and Self-Financed Students

This credited class is offered to international students enrolled in a HU faculty who want to raise their Japanese language ability beyond the
university’s Japanese language requirement.

9○ Japanese Language Classes

General Japanese Course
The Center for International Education and Research offers general Japanese classes for overseas students, as well as teaching and
research staff, as outlined below:

Levels and subjects:
e basis of a

placement test and on previous Japanese studies.

Grammar
Interaction (Basic Japanese)
Interaction (Practical Japanese)
Interaction
Business Japanese

Communication
Expression (Basic Japanese)
Expression (Practical Japanese)
Expression
General

Vocabulary / Kanji
Comprehension (Basic Japanese )
Comprehension (Practical Japanese)
Comprehension

Introductory

Intermediate

Advanced

SubjectsLevels
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○1 In English

○2 In Japanese

hustep@oia.hokudai.ac.jp

Hokkaido University Short-Term Exchange Program (HUSTEP)

Japanese Language and Culture Studies Program (JLCSP)

jlcsp@oia.hokudai.ac.jp

as a Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) scholarship

1)  For Foreign Students

5. International Exchange Programs

2)  For Domestic Students

there is no need to pay fees to
the overseas host institution whilst abroad. transferable
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6. International Symposia

7. International Programs for Domestic Students
1)  Nitobe College

Throughout the year, university hosts a wide variety of symposiums to allow our faculty and students to interact with our counterpart universities 
all over the world. This active involvement allows us to strengthen our academic ties and gives our students the opportunity to gain exposure 
in academia. Below are two examples of our international symposiums.

Hokkaido University - Seoul National University Joint Symposium
Since 1998, Hokkaido University has held an annual joint symposium with Seoul National University on a rotating basis to commemorate the 
conclusion of an Inter-University Exchange Agreement in 1997.

Hokkaido University - Finnish Universities Joint Symposium
This annual symposium began in 2011 and introduces the latest outcomes of joint research programs, as well as international programs to train 
young researchers on environmental and other issues that affect northern regions. It is also a forum for discussing the continuation of joint 
research programs and the feasibility of research plans.

Nitobe Fellows
Nitobe Fellows are alumni of the university who have reached the top of their respective 
professions. They provide career support and advice to Nitobe College students in collaboration 
with the Hokkaido University Alumni Association.

fifteen

twelve
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team

2)  Nitobe School

3 )  Global Careeer Design (First Step Program)

The Nitobe School is a special graduate education program that was started in the 2015 fiscal year. The purpose of the program is to foster
professionals who can foresee, find, and resolve a wide variety of issues that affect global society. The Nitobe School aims to foster persons
who can contribute to the creation of new value to society, while also developing highly skilled professionals with the frontier spirit.
Together with students of diverse nationalities, languages, and expertise, students will go thorough team-learning programs, strengthen their
English proficiency, apply learning portfolios, and receive mentoring from graduates who are currently active in society to develop the “3+1”
Competencies.

Global Career Design, also known as the First Step Program (FSP) in the general education requirements, is a credited short-term study 
abroad program designed for freshman and sophomore students who have little or no study experience overseas. The program provides a 
wide range of support to its participants, such as holding classes before and after the study trip to better prepare them for the overseas study 
experience and to help them reflect on and share their experiences with their peers and instructors.
The two major components of the overseas program are visiting partner institutions and listening to talks from professionals. The former
component allows participants to broaden their outlook of higher education as they attend lectures at Hokkaido University’s partner 
universities. Participants can also hone their language, communication, and group-work skills through student exchange activities and
presentations they give to their counterparts in English. The latter component helps participants gain an understanding of global networks
and the international community, which enables them to get an early start to their global career planning.
Hokkaido University encourages our students to “be ambitious” and FSP supports this by offering programs to various countries in
2016-2017.
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4)  Short-Term Programs (Summer Programs / Spring Programs)

5 )  Overseas Short-Team Special Programs on Global Leadership

In these extremely enriching programs, students get to learn both language and culture in the country of their choice. Since 2010,
the Spring and Summer programs have been part of the Foreign Language curriculum (Title: Short-Term Language Study Overseas). 
Students who complete this program can receive credits that count toward their Hokkaido University degree upon returning home. In 
addition, there are scholarships available and students can choose languages other than English, if so desired.

Australia (University of New South Wales)
Canada (University of British Columbia）
China (Peking University, Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Beijing Lauguage and Culture University, Shanghai University)
Estonia (University of Tartu) 
Germany (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Munchen)
New Zealand (The University of Auckland)

Republic of Korea (Chonbuk National University, Dong-eui University)
Russia (Lomonosov Moscow State University)
Spain (University of Alcalá)
Taiwan (National Taiwan Univerisity)
U.K. (University of Leeds)
U.S.A. (University of Hawai’i at Manoa, Portland State University,
Arizona State University)

Canada (University of British Columbia)

Finland (University of Oulu, University of Turku)

New Zealand (The University of Auckland)

Russia (Irkutsk State University, Far Eastern Federal University,
North-Eastern Federal University)

Switzerland (University of Geneva)

Taiwan (Taipei Medical University)

U.S.A. (University of Alaska, University of Washington,
Oregon State University)

U.K. (University of Oxford)

Sri Lanka (University of Peradeniya)

6

As

skills needed for future

to take part in
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1)  Graduate School of Letters / Faculty of Letters

2 )  Graduate School of Law / School of Law

8. Graduate Schools / Faculties / Schools

Highly qualified

develop

19



(Mgt)

and

studies

Social Sciences of Education
Pedagogical Foundations of Education
Psychology of Education
Science of Health and Physical Education

mature intellectually so they can use their

4)  Graduate School of Education / Faculty of Education / School of Education

3)  Graduate School of Economics and Business Administration /
School of Economics and Business Administration
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6)  Graduate School of Public Policy / Research Department of Public Policy

5)  Graduate School of International Media, Communication, and Tourism Studies /
Research Faculty of Media and Communication

To meet the demand for experts who can make and implement public policies, the Graduate School of Public Policy aims to provide students 
with the skills necessary to become versatile public-policy experts. To achieve this objective, our distinguished faculty provides small-group 
education, and offers interdisciplinary educational programs on public policy through human, social, scientific, and technological studies. 
Students have opportunities to pursue careers as civil servants in national and local governments or as public policy professionals working in 
corporations, think tanks, and NPOs.

Modern Japanese Studies
Modern Japanese Studies

Research Department
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7)  Graduate School of Medicine / School of Medicine

8)  Graduate School of Dental Medicine / School of Dental Medicine

Reproductive Health and Surgery

graduate students 

to serve as

themselves
care as part of a team.
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9)  Graduate School of Veterinary Medicine / School of Veterinary Medicine

10)  Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences / School of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Pharmacy

Stream

Stream

Cooperative Veterinary Education Program
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develop advanced medical

society’s

11)  Graduate School of Health Sciences / Faculty of Health Sciences

12)  Graduate School of Information Science and Technology

Watanabe Oyster

in studying the history of information

science and technology theory, and in pursuing new theories so they can develop into

Biological Responce and
Regulation

will lead 

24



13)  Graduate School of  Fisheries Sciences / Faculty of Fisheries Sciences /
School of Fisheries Sciences

Interdisciplinary Sustainability Studies

mind, so they can study issues related to the global environment, natural resources, and food, all of which affect the

international community, local societies, and business circles.

Marine Biology Stream

Applied Marine Science Stream

Aquaculture Life Science Stream

Marine Bioresources Chemistry Stream
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14)  Graduate School of Environmental Science / Faculty of Environmental Earth Science

material science, and encourage them to use what they learn in these fields to research and find solutions to global

environmental issues.

take an interdisciplinary approach to environmental science education.  As a leader in environ-

mental education, we offer diverse curricula including school-wide interdisciplinary courses,

, Physics and Biology

and Antarctic science. 
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15)  Graduate School of Science / Faculty of Science / School of Science

Mathematics Stream

Physics Stream

Chemistry Stream Earth and Planetary Sciences Stream

dedicated to academic pursuits, motivated by a desire

http://www.sci.hokudai.ac.jp/graduateschool/en (Graduate School)
http://www.sci.hokudai.ac.jp/english/index.html (School)
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Fundamental AgriScience Research

16) Graduate School of Agriculture / Research Faculty of Agriculture /
School of Agriculture

Agrobiology and Bioresources Stream Animal Science Stream

Applied Bioscience Stream Bioresource and Environmental Engineering Stream

Bioscience and Chemistry Stream

Forest Science Stream

Cooperative Promotion Group
Integrated Research Group

Research Innovation and Cooperation

Agricultural Economics Stream

deals with the wide range of food issues facing humankind. Our education programs cover areas

related to resolving pressing issues to ensure the sustainable existence of humankind,
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17) Graduate School of  Life Science

18) Faculty of Advanced Life Science

Life Science covers a diverse range of disciplines from basic to applied research. The Faculty of Advanced Life Science has assembled a 
strong team of professionals with expertise in biology, physics, chemistry, medicine, and pharmaceutical sciences who are striving to create a 
novel and transdisciplinary approach to life science. Furthermore, our auxiliary facility, the Frontier Research Center for Advanced Material 
and Life Science (Frontier-ALMS), advances collaborative engagements between industry and academia. It provides world-class teaching staff 
from around the world in collaboration with Global Station for Soft Matter, GI-CoRE, Hokkaido University. It also maintains and enhances its 
research and develops infrastructures to share with the public.  Through these programs and projects, we aim to foster researchers for the next 
generation.

Advanced Material and Life Science

into

**** indicates a collaborative branch
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19)  Graduate School of Engineering / Faculty of Engineering / School of Engineering

globalization, and advance

Geoenvironmental Engineering

for

accomplishments to our students, so they can master and advance basic and professional

 science and technology.

*** indicates a collaborative program/chair/body
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20)  Graduate School of Chemical Sciences and Engineering

Material Cycle and Energy Systems

Geoenvironmental Engineering

offer students a unified education program on fundamental chemistry, and faculty
education programs that meet each student’s careermembers from science

goals, be it as an engineer or researcher in a corporate environment, a researcher at a public institution, or an educator in higher education.
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Isotope Physiology, Ecology, and Geochemistry

9. Research Institutes

The Institute of Low Temperature Science (ILTS) was founded in 1941 as the first research institute in Japan to promote interdisciplinary studies on various natural 
phenomena occurring in the cryosphere. The cryosphere is of special importance to the climate and is changing rapidly. It is thus essential that we have the latest 
and best information available regarding ongoing changes in the cryosphere.

1)  Institute of Low Temperature Science

The Research Institute for Electronic Science (RIES) was established in 1992. Our mission is to develop new interdisciplinary research fields between photonics and
optical sciences, material and molecular sciences, and biology and life sciences. The Institute also focuses on mathematics and nanotechnology as requisite
sciences to accomplish our mission.

2)  Research Institute for Electronic Science

Nanomaterials and Nanoscopy

Alliance Collaborative
Research Laboratory
New-paradigm Computing

The Institute for Genetic Medicine was established in April 2000 through a merger of the Institute of Immunological Science and the Cancer Institute of the School
of Medicine. Together, these institutes have ninety years of experience to tap into to achieve the institutes's mission to elucidate the molecular basis of various
illnesses, including cancer, immune diseases, infectious diseases, and cardiovascular diseases, and to provide methods for diagnosing and treating these illnesses.

3)  Institute for Genetic Medicine

Catalysis science is in high demand for building a sustainable society through timely responses to ever-increasing needs for
environmental conservation, resources, and energy. The Institute for Catalysis was launched based on the success of the Catalysis
Research Center, and our mission is to fulfill this demand and become a global center for catalysis science research. We promote high-level
education and joint research to attain our goals.

4)  Institute for Catalysis

Department of Fundamental Research

Department of Practical Applications
Attached Facilities

Research Cluster for Sustainable Catalyst
Central Research Section :

Catalysis Collaborative Research Center

Research Cluster of Well-Defined Surface Nanostructures
Research Cluster of Bio-Interfaces
Research Cluster for Plasmonic Photocatalysis
Research Cluster for Computer Simulation of Interfaces
Research Cluster for Acid-Base Catalysis
Research Cluster for Functional Alloy Catalyst

Extensive Research Section :
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10. Research Centers

Siberian and Far Eastern Studies

To establish effective strategies for the control of zoonoses, the Research Center for Zoonosis Control conducts global surveillance to
identify the natural host animals and transmission routes of zoonotic pathogens. Collected materials are used for basic research
aiming to reveal molecular determinants of the pathogenicity and host range of infective agents. Research materials and outcomes are stored
in a database and shared as biological resources for the development of diagnostic tools and vaccines. In addition, the center handles
the diagnosis of field materials collected in other countries. Lectures and training courses are provided to foster “Zoonosis Control
Experts” who are involved in implementing zoonosis control in the field. In 2011, the World Health Organization designated the
Hokkaido University Research Center for Zoonosis Control as a WHO Collaborating Centre for Zoonoses Control.

1)  Slavic-Eurasian Research Center

2 )  Information Initiative Center

3 )  Research Center for Zoonosis Control

Research Department

Research Divisions

Division of Global Epidemiology
Division of Molecular Pathobiology
Division of Bioresources
Division of Collaboration and Education
Division of Bioinformatics
Division of Infection and Immunity

Units and Laboratories

Unit of Risk Analysis and Management
Laboratory for Biologics Development
Unit of International Cooperation

Overseas Center

Hokudai Center for Zoonosis Control
in Zambia

Cyber Security Center

and evaluation of the wider world was influenced by new techniques called “Area Studies” coming from the United States. The center engages in inter-

Maintaining the best library in Asia

April 2003 to promote advanced research into the development of information and communications

utilizing ICT and to support the university in carrying out In addition to providing foundational support to

Seoul National University, and the Chinese Academy of Sciences

the university, the center also

Super Computing

Information Networks

Digital Contents

Media Education

System Design

Cyber Security
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http://www.hokudai.ac.jp/radiois/index_eng.html

1)  Research Centers

11. Joint-Use Facilities

Provides facilities for educational training and research on radioisotope use, supervises their use in the university, and 
conducts research and development on isotope science.

1○ Central Institute for Isotope Science

Promotes research on the creation of novel semiconductor nanostructures, into the scientific principles governing 
novel electronic materials, and on novel devices and circuits for energy production and saving.
Encourages transfers of innovative technologies to industry through R&D collaboration.

2○ Research Center for Integrated Quantum Electronics

Conducts comprehensive research on the Northern Biosphere based on field science, and provides educational and 
research support. 

https://www.fsc.hokudai.ac.jp/home_en/

3○ Field Science Center for Northern Biosphere

Conducts advanced research on tourism innovation and collaboration, and also provides facilities for the promotion 
of trans-disciplinary research on tourism studies.

http://www.cats.hokudai.ac.jp/en/

4○ Center for Advanced Tourism Studies

Cooperates with Ainu people to promote interdisciplinary research and education on indigenous peoples, and is 
building a network with similar institutions around the world and with indigenous organizations.

http://www.cais.hokudai.ac.jp/english/

5○ Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies

Advances experimental studies in the social sciences, develops and promotes young social scientists, and engages
in research activities internationally.

http://lynx.let.hokudai.ac.jp/cerss/en/

6○ Center for Experimental Research in Social Sciences

Conducts large-scale epidemiological research projects on environmental and health sciences, the results of which are 
presented nationally and internationally. Educates individuals who can develop research in the field of environmental 
and health sciences, and promotes closer links between domestic and foreign research groups and organizations.

http://www.cehs.hokudai.ac.jp/en/

7○ Center for Environmental and Health Sciences

Promotes trans-disciplinary approaches to the sustainable development and utilization of the Arctic, and conducts 
integrated studies on solutions to problems through collaboration between different fields, including the natural, 
social and practical sciences.

http://www.arc.hokudai.ac.jp/en/

8○ Arctic Research Center

Provides programs for graduate students on brain science through the study of different brain functions,
cognition, and behavior during critical periods. Aims to develop global brain researchers and new research
fields through an environment that integrates intellectual disciplines from the arts and sciences.

http://www.hokudai.ac.jp/recbs/english/index.html

1○ Research and Education Center for Brain Science

Provides foreign language and language-related courses to students who seek to acquire or improve their skills in
foreign languages. Develops online multimedia resources that facilitate language learning and provide indepth
language practice.

http://www.imc.hokudai.ac.jp/lang/

2○ Center for Language Learning

http://www.rciqe.hokudai.ac.jp/en/

2)  Educational Centers
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3)  Specific Operations

1○ Hokkaido University Museum

2○ Hokkaido University Archives

4○ Archaeological Research Center

3○ Health Care Center

The Hokkaido University Museum reopened to the public on Tuesday, July 26, 

2016, following a major renovation. The upgraded museum will also showcase

the university’s twelve undergraduate schools. 

With a café, museum shop, and a multipurpose space, students, teaching staff and 

local citizens alike can enjoy the museum more than ever.

Opening hours:
10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Fridays 10 a.m.–9 p.m., June–October)
Closed Mondays and December 28–January 4

Opening hours : Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

http://www.hokudai.ac.jp/bunsyo  (Japanese)

(Japanese)

university-affiliated students, faculty, and staff gathered from the official records,

The archives investigates these documents, researches

tions, and primary care for non-critical conditions such as cuts, burns, colds and flus,
and stomach issues to students and staff.
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12. Hokkaido University Libraries

13. Hokkaido University Hospital

materials focused on the northern region.

To raise the standard of academic communication,

provides high-

quality medicine, trains competent medical professionals,

Da Vinci Si Surgical System
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14. Global Institution for Collaborative Research and Education (GI-CoRE)
Global Institution for Collaborative Research and Education (GI-CoRE) was formed as a faculty organization under the direct control of the
university president to bring together world-class teaching staff from around the world to conduct collaborative research with university scholars. 
Its purpose is the promotion and support of international collaborative research and education that leverages the university's strengths and 
distinctive features.

Global Station for Soft Matter (GSS) was established to further the development of 
soft matter as substances that can contribute to solving social problems such as 
aging, environmental pollution, and lack of resources. Serving as an international 
research hub, in collaboration with ESPCI Paris Tech, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, and others, GSS aims to advance leading fundamental research on 
soft matter, innovative soft materials, and their medical applications.

Global Station for Food, Land and Water Resources (GSF) is located in a newly constructed 
building overlooking the university's spacious experimental farms. To cope with the critical issues 
affecting the world today, such as an unprecedented growth in the global population, hunger, 
poverty, and climate change, GSF provides an optimal teaching and research environment for 
leading faculty from the world's top institutions.

https://gi-core.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/main/

https://gi-core.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/gsf/

https://gi-core.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/gss/

1)  Global Station for Quantum Medical Science and Engineering

4)  Global Station for Soft Matter

Global Station for Big Data and Cybersecurity (GSB) was launched as an interdisciplinary research hub for 
investigating big data, information networks, and cybersecurity. GSB promotes international collaborative
research with the University of Massachusetts Amherst (UMass Amherst). The station will also be a base for
a new graduate-level course called the Division of Cyber Informatics, and aims to foster "IT top-gun"
professionals who can thrive in a global information-oriented society.

https://gi-core.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/gsb/

https://gi-core.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/gsa/

5)  Global Station for Big Data and Cybersecurity

Global Station for Arctic Research (GSA) was launched as a research hub to 
promote interdisciplinary Arctic research and develop an international research 
network, based on close connections with the University of Alaska, North-Eastern 
Federal University, University of Oslo, and University of Leeds.
GSA will utilize research outcomes on climate and environmental change in the
Arctic to create sustainable industries and foster human resources.

6)  Global Station for Arctic Research

2)  Global Station for Zoonosis Control

3 )  Global Station for Food, Land and Water Resources

directed towards the development of vaccines and drugs against zoonoses.

for world-class

37



15. Campus Centers
1)  Creative Research Institution (CRIS)
The Creative Research Institution (CRIS) is a university-wide 
organization dedicated to the promotion and support of priority 
research programs based on HU’s strategic research policy. It also 
strives to create new academic disciplines and advance cutting-edge
science and technology based on the development of exceptional
graduates who will contribute to achieving these aims.

Research Department
The Research Department is dedicated to creating new priority research
themes based on HU’s strategic research policy, fostering young 
researchers, and extending support to basic research programs for 
industry-academia collaboration.

Center for Promotion of Platform for Research on Biofunctional 
Molecules
The center promotes project-type joint research programs based on
government-industry-academia collaboration. It also manages and 
operates North Campus Integrated Research Building No. 6-a Platform
for Research on Biofunctional Molecules (PRBM) as a hub for drug 
discovery and functional food development.

Green Innovation Research Promotion Center
The Center promotes research programs to support innovation in the 
field of environmental energy.
It also supports R&D initiatives to advance environmental energy 
technologies based on government-industry-academia collaboration.

Research Support Office
This campus-wide unit provides support for a range of activities, 
including research collaboration for creating new priority research 
themes based on HU’s strategic research policy, project proposals for 
acquiring new research funds, and coordination with funding agencies 
and other collaborating organizations.

Office for the Promotion of Future Drug Discovery and Medical Care Innovation
This office supports and promotes activities involving researchers, private businesses, and relevant government ministries and agencies to
advance the ‘Matching Program for Innovations in Future Drug Discovery and Medical Care’ at Hokkaido University.

Office for the Promotion of Nanotechonology Collaborative Research
This office supports collaboration on research in the field of nanotechonology across the university, as well as with other research institutions.
In addition, the office manages the nanotechonology research facilities and supports their use.

Office for Developing Future Research Leaders
This office is dedicated to developing research and leadership skills in young researchers that will aid them in the next-generation of scientific 
research.

Global Facility Center
The Global Facility Center maintains, manages, and operates laboratory equipment and facilities for shared use by HU faculty members, 
students, and others. It also promotes the use of advanced university laboratory equipment and facilities not only among faculty members
and students, but also by domestic and foreign non-HU researchers. The center is also responsible for matters concerning sample analysis.

The Institute for the Promotion of Business-Regional Collaboration comprises the Center for Innovation and Business Promotion, which engages
in joint research and the creation of intellectual properties (IPs), and the Center for Food and Medical Innovation, which promotes and facilitates 
collaboration between food and medical companies and the university.
The institute aims to apply a broad variety of university research results directly to society by realizing a next-generation of collaboration with
companies, communities, and other universities.
For the university's results to reach society promptly, the institute strongly and systematically facilitates and coordinates commercialization of 
the university's IPs and policy proposals to local governments.

Strategy & Planning Department
Promotes practical learning through effective use of tangible and intangible assets in society.
 Promotes the application of research results in society through use of advanced business collaboration facilities and joint-use equipment
 Promotes effective use of the university’ s assets in society, such as through intellectual property rights (patents, copyrights, etc.), tangible 
research development results, and the Hokkaido University brand.

Business Collaboration Department
Promotes systematic business collaborations to create new industries.
 Promotes processes needed to create new industries, from contracts to progress management. This is conducted through equal-partnership

collaboration policies by our Management Functions and Implementation Department (Department for Creation of New Industries).

Regional Collaboration Department
Develops of systematic regional collaborations for implementing results in communities
 Collects information on collaborative activities for community implementation of solutions to regional issues, particularly in the humanities.
 Promotes systematic collaboration to solve regional issues, including collaboration between the humanities and sciences.

Human Resource Education and Development Department
Educates future venture capitalists and coordinators
 Effectively links resources inside and outside the university to support people with business plans.
 Educates future coordinators by strengthening collaborations with communities, companies, and supporting organizations.

1○ Center for Innovation and Business Promotion

2)  Institute for the Promotion of Business-Regional Collaboration

HU    President Research Strategy Office

Reporting and
Opinion Offer

CRIS Management
Structure

Executive Director

CRIS Steering Committee

Consultation Recommendation

Evaluation Committee

Coordination Committee

Research Department

Center for Promotion of Platform for
Research on Biofunctional Molecules

Office for Promotion of Future Drug
Discovery and Medical Care Innovation

Office for the Promotion of Nano-
technology Collaborative Research

Office for Developing Future
Research Leaders

Global Facility Center

Green Innovation Research
Promotion Center

Reseach Support Office

Constituent Institutes/
Centers/Laboratories
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Research Department
Takes part in implementing research and development projects at the Global Research Hub for Food and Medical Innovation
 Establishes research organizations for systematic business collaborations (Department for Creation of New Industries).

Strategic Support Department
Supports research and development projects at the Global Research Hub for Food and Medical 
Innovation.
 Promotes and supports research and development projects for creating innovations that link 

  food, physical activity, health, and medical-related initiatives

The office takes forward-looking action to improve our research capabilities 
and increase educational and research activities on a global scale.

Research Promotion Hub
The Research Promotion Hub mainly is involved in promoting research on 
projects to enhance next-generation institutional capacity. The Open 
Innovation Initiative is a liaison that coordinates between numerous 
research projects to benefit the university. The hub also promotes the 
application and development of findings.
The Research Development Section carries out system reforms for
enhancing institutional capacity, with a focus on reinforcing
research capacity and globalization, improving multidisciplinary
and university-wide research strategy planning, and promoting research.

Hokkaido Universal Campus Initiative (HUCI) Office
Our office manages and monitors the university’s progress to achieve the 
goals outlined in the “Hokkaido Universal Campus Initiative”. This 
initiative influences HU’s capacity to collaborate with various higher 
education institutions overseas in educating the next generation of 
leaders who will contribute to the resolution of global issues.  We have 
received “Top Global University Project” grants for the years 2014-2023 
by the Japanese government in order to sufficiently address these aims.

2○ Center for Food and Medical Innovation

https://www.fmi.hokudai.ac.jp/en/

3)  Office for Enhancing Institutional Capacity

Hokkaido Universal Campus Initiative (HUCI) - Collaborate with the World

Executive Director
(HU President)

Headquarters for Enhancing
Institutional Capacity

Associate Director
(Executive and Vice President)

Associate Director
(Executive and Vice President)

Research Promotion Hub

Open Innovation Initiative

Medical Care and Drug
Discovery Science Platform

Food Science Platform

Materials Science Platform

Open Facility Platform

Research Development
Section

Office for Research
Promotion Hub

HUCI Office

Platform to Enhance International
Competitiveness of Research

Platform to Promote International
Joint Educaction Programs

Platform to Promote
Effective PR for HUCI

Platform for Housing
Environment Planning

1-4-4 Reform Plans

NITOBE College,
NITOBE School,
 Active Learning

New Graduate Schools,
Undergraduate

programs in English

Governance Reform Plan

HUCI Office, Resource Distribution Scheme, IR,
New Vice Presidents & Advisors

Education in various parts of the   world

Education with Partners in Hokkaido

IR,
Quarter system,

New GPA system

Annual Salary
Scheme,

New Inviting
System,

Cross Appointment

New Teaching Material, SD/FD Training, TA/TF

Network Building, PR in Various Languages

HU Communities(Ambassadors, Partners, Alumni)

Four Support System Reform Plans
Educational Management

Int'l Personnel System

Personnel Capacity Building

Enhance Global PR

Four Education Reform
 

Plans
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First-year Education Division

The Admission Center helps match students who want to study at
Hokkaido University with our faculties and research institutes. The
center is responsible for conducting entrance examinations and
overseeing admissions. It is open to everyone who wants to study at
Hokkaido University: high school graduates, adults who want to
continue their education, undergraduates who want to go on to 
graduate school, and even junior high and elementary school students 
who wish to use our educational facilities.

The institute strengthens the educational cooperation between the university's various faculties and schools, improves the educational
functions of the university, and promotes studies on higher education to achieve our goals and realize our ideals.

4)  Admission Center

6 )  Institute for the Advancement of Higher Education

In 2016, Hokkaido University launched the Institute for International Collaboration (IIC) in an organizational restructuring effort designed to
promote internationalization in education and research. The institute is now a "one-stop shop" for information and guidance on a wide range
of issues that were previously separate in location and authority. The IIC’s goals are to improve the international mobility of faculty members
and students, secure outstanding students and researchers from abroad, and encourage Japanese students to explore and experience overseas
institutions.

7)  Institute for International Collaboration

Provides services for first-year students,
such as course planning, educational
guidance, and assistance in preparing
for the second year of university. Manages
the university register.

(SD), and Learning
Support (LS). The center is responsible for FD and
SD in the university, and acts as a training
center for Hokkaido Prefecture. LS is for students

The center provides advisory services tailored to the needs of each
student to help them plan their careers. It also holds
recruitment events, offers individual consultations, and act as a
gateway to internships and fruitful business connections.

5)  Career Center

graduate school programs

http://e-apply.jp/e/hokudai-exam/
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16. Campus Offices
1)  Front Office for Human Resource Education and Development

S-cubic
Superior Skill Station (S-cubic) provides a wide variety of career development support programs for PhD students and post-doctoral researchers
(DC, PD) with native Japanese communication skills or equivalent. Supported by the Hi-System, an exclusive information exchange platform,
S-cubic connects currently enrolled DC and PD with 400+ private companies, and disseminates event notifications and other career-related
information. Opportunities are given to many DC and PD each year to launch exciting careers in the industries. For details, please visit:

http://www2.synfoster.hokudai.ac.jp/S-cubic

I-HoP
International Human Resource Development Program (I-HoP) provides career development support for foreign DC and PD in English. It offers
free on-demand Japanese e-learning, quarterly Japanese speaking tests, career counseling in English and Japanese, events for career matching
with different industries, and seminars/workshops to enhance transferable research skills. I-HoP shares its opt-in information platform “Hi-
system” with S-cubic, and disseminates career-related information and event notification both in English and Japanese.

http://www2.synfoster.hokudai.ac.jp/ihop

Tenure-Track
The Promotion Office for Tenure-Track plays an important role in the Hokkaido University Tenure-Track System in supporting skilled young 
researchers in becoming future leaders by advertising posts both domestically and internationally. The office also aims to standardize the
Hokudai Tenure-Track System and the Tenure-Track Promotion Program throughout the divisions and the departments of Hokkaido 
University.

http://tenure-track.cris.hokudai.ac.jp/

FResHU
The Support Office for Female Researchers in Hokkaido University (FResHU) was established based on the 
university's policy of promoting gender equality. Female students and research and teaching staff need a 
learning and working environment in which their talents can develop to their full potential. To this end, 
FResHU provides a variety of support for career development and work-life management. It also works to
promote changes in the general attitude towards women in academia.
In addition, FResHU reaches out to young women in high school to provide guidance on future study 
choices.

http://freshu.ist.hokudai.ac.jp/en/

Consortium Office for Fostering of Researchers in Future Generations (COFRe)
The COFRe program consists of two projects: the Education Program for Next Generation Researchers and the Cooperative Education Program
for Developing Innovative Human Resources (PD, DC). In addition to promoting young researchers' expertise in autonomous research
environments, the consortium helps these researchers obtain the ability to fully exercise the skills they need in a variety of situations both in
Japan and overseas, and strives to produce a new generation of scientific and technological personnel with global mindsets and transferable 
skills. 

http://cofre.synfoster.hokudai.ac.jp

This office consists of S-cubic, I-HoP, Tenure-Track, and the FResHU offices. Its purview is the education and development of young 
postdoctoral researchers and PhD students.
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2)  Office for a Sustainable Campus

3)  Office of Health and Safety

The Office for a Sustainable Campus was established as the core organization for implementing a campus-wide sustainability management
system. It aims to shrink the institution’ s environmental load to zero emissions on campus through the use of natural and renewable energy,
and to help Hokkaido University play a leading role in creating a sustainable society.

action plan, conducts the Assessment

System for Sustainable Campus (ASSC), and

Devises an action plan, implements measures to save energy,

and applies softy assets to the environmental management

of the campus.

Conducts the 3R Campaign (reduce, reuse, recycle) and waste

management on campus

The Office of Health and Safety monitors these issues,

and plans, devises, and supervises

Duties and Functions

6th International Symposium on the Creation of Sustainable Campus

New Campus Master Plan Support Workshop for FacultyNew Campus Master Plan Support Workshop for Students
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17. Overseas Satellite Offices
The Overseas Satellite Offices were established to provide a higher level of information and services regarding the university and its entrance
examinations to potential students. Staff at these offices plan events, negotiate with local universities to establish inter-university
partnerships, and support former international students in alumni association activities.
These offices also serve as hubs for HU faculty members when they visit these cities for research activities.

The mission of the Korea Office is to broaden the links between Hokkaido University 
and universities in Korea, and to increase the number of Korean students studying at 
Hokkaido University.

1)  Korea Office in Seoul

703, Handuk Building, 11, Teheran-ro 7-gil, Gangnam-Gu, Seoul,
Korea 06134
+82-2-501-9400
+82-2-501-9410
seouloffice@hokudai.kr
Weekdays 09:00–17:00 
(closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and Korean national holidays)
http://www.hokudai.kr

Address

Telephone
Fax
E-mail
Office Hours

Website

Our Europe Office is Hokkaido University's second overseas office, following its 
office in Seoul. The mission of the Europe Office is to broaden HU's links not only 
with Finnish universities, but also with other European and Russian universities. 

The Africa Office is our most recently established overseas office, which has just been 
open for 4 years in the capital city of Zambia, Lusaka. Being the only liaison Office in 
Africa, it is expected to play a pivotal role to develop and strengthen the relationship 
with universities and other research institutes not only in Zambia but all over the 
region at large.

2)  Europe Office in Helsinki

Fabianinkatu 26, 00100 Helsinki, Finland
+358-44-757-5135
helsinki_office@oia.hokudai.ac.jp
Weekdays 09:00-11:00, 13:00-16:30
(closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and Finnish national holidays)
http://www.hokudai.fi/

Address
Telephone
E-mail
Office Hours

Website

Europe Office in Helsinki

3 )  Africa Office in Lusaka

c/o Department of Disease Control, School of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Zambia (Great East Road Campus), P.O. Box 32379,
Lusaka 10101, Zambia
+260-974-038329
lusaka_office@oia.hokudai.ac.jp
Weekdays 9:00-13:00, 14:00-16:30 

http://www.hokkaido-university-lusukaoffice-zm.com/

Address

Telephone
E-mail
Office Hours

Website

Africa Office in Lusaka
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18. Hokkaido University Alumni Associations

Hokkaido University Alumni Association

Hokkaido University Hokkaido Company

Hokkaido University Hakodate Alumni Association 

Tokachi Elm Association 

Asahikawa Hokudai Alumni Association 

Iwate Hokudai Association 

Hokkaido University Miyagi Prefecture Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University Fukushima Prefecture Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University Ibaraki Prefecture Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University Tochigi Alumni Association 

Jomo Elm Association 

Hokkaido University Tokyo Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University Niigata Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University Kansai Alumni Association 

Kyoto Elm Association 

Tottori Prefecture Hokudai Alumni Association 

Okayama Hokudai Elm Association 

Hiroshima Elm Association 

Kyushu / Yamaguchi Hokudai Elm Association 

Hokkaido University Alumni Association Kagawa Branch 

Ehime Elm Association 

Hokkaido University Kochi Prefecture Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University Alumni Association Saga Prefecture Branch 

Hokkaido University Oita Prefecture Alumni Association 

Miyazaki Elm Association 

Kagoshima Elm Association

Hokkaido University

China Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University

Taiwan Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University

Korea Alumni Association 

Brazil Hokkaido University

Alumni Association 

Hokkaido University

Indonesian Alumni Club

Hokkaido University

Alumni Association in Zambia
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19. Hokkaido University Ambassador and Partner System
To build a global network of Hokkaido University, the university began appointing HU ambassadors and partners starting in April 2016. These 
titles are granted to people who contribute to the educational, research, or international promotional activities of HU or any of its affiliated 
organizations. Ambassadors and partners play important roles in the HU community, and support HU by working to strengthen the university's 
ties with its alumni associations, particularly those overseas.
The Ambassador and Partner System selects ambassadors and partners to appoint and helps determine their activities. Ambassadors and 
partners work with HU and alumni associations both inside and outside Japan to expand and enliven HU’s community in a wide variety of ways 
in accordance with the Hokkaido Universal Campus Initiative.
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1)  Hakodate Campus Map

2)  Sapporo Campus Map

Library
Aquatic Biological Specimen House
 (Nakabe Hall)
Garage
Fisheries Museum (annex)
Gymnasium
Student Center
Student Activities Building
Swimming Pool

Main Gate
Main Building
Annex Building
Marine Bioresources Research Building
Marine Frontir Research Building
Marine Science Creative Research Building
Levture-room Building
Student Laboratories
Controled Envionment Rooms
Towing Tank Room
Auditorium

20. Campus Maps

is located just inside
the Main Gate of
the Sapporo Campus.
Visitors can browse
information on campus
events and enjoy

12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19

❶
❷
❸
❹
❺
❻
❼
❽
❾
10
11
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Division of International Planning

Division of Research Support

Students

Institute for International Collaboration /
Center for International Education and Research /
International Affairs Dept.

Tel: +81-(0)11-706-2104
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Archaeological Research Center
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