
Syllabus Number 37 

Course 

Name 
Introduction to Japanese Studies I (History) 

Semester, Year ２学期 Number of Credits 2 credits 

Course level 2000 Course Number 27103 

Instructor(s) 

(Institution) 
BULL JONATHAN EDWARD (大学院メディア・コミュニケーション研究院) 

Course 

Objectives 

This course explores the trans-war history of Japan during the twentieth century through a written account of 

a son’s oral history interviews with his father. Oguma Eiji is one of Japan’s most prominent academics, writing 

a monthly column in the Asahi newspaper and occasionally contributing English language articles to the online 

journal The Asia-Pacific Journal Japan Focus. In 2015 he published Ikite kaette kita otoko: Aru Nihon-hei no 

sens? to sengo which appeared in English as Return from Siberia: A Japanese Life in War and Peace, 1925-2015 

(2018). As explained by the blurb on the back cover: ‘Oguma Eiji skilfully locates his father Kenji’s personal 

experiences of this era in the context of concurrent social, economic, and political trends’. Each week we will read 

a section from Oguma’s book alongside other key works about Japan’s road to war in the 1930s, the Imperial 

Japanese Army’s actions in China and its soldiers’ post-war fate, the US Occupation and the development of the 

Cold War. The larger questions that we will address include ‘What is the importance of a trans-war 

understanding to the modern history of Japan?’ and ‘What did it mean for an individual to achieve “composure” 

in postwar Japan? 

Course Goals 

1) Evaluate approaches to periodization such as ‘transwar’ and ‘postwar Japan’ 

2) Assess autobiographical writing and oral history as sources requiring ‘composure’ 

3) Identify historical arguments and evaluate an author’s claims by examining evidence and alternative 

explanations 

4) Express interpretations of historical developments by a close reading of a primary source 

Course 

Schedule 

Week 1 : Introduction to the course: overview of themes and readings 

Week 2 : What is a ‘transwar’ approach to the twentieth century history of Japan? 

Week 3 : Japan in the 1930s: ‘The Dark Valley’, Sh?wa fascism or modernization? 

Week 4 : Total War and the homefront 

Week 5 : The rise and fall of the Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) 

Week 6 : The IJA and the war in China 

Week 7 : The Soviet-Japanese War and its aftermaths 

Week 8 : Mid-term review 

Week 9 : The Siberian Internment in Cold War politics 

Week 10 : Political settlements in the 1950s… 

Week 11 : …and the 1950s response of protest art 

Week 12 : Social transformations: the emergence of the ‘middle mass society’ 

Week 13 : Economic miracle? 

Week 14 : Memory and the Asia-Pacific War 

Week 15 : End of term test 

Homework There will be a weekly reading assignment. 

Grading 

System 

Class participation (evaluated by reading assignment tests and reflection comments) 20% 

Primary source study 40% 

End of term exam 40% 
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