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Overview 

・ Title of event : Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustainable 
Development and its related events   

・ Event period : Sat, Aug 5 – Wed, Aug 9, 2006  

・ Objectives : Based on the Hokkaido University Initiative for Sustainable 
Development (HUISD), which was launched in 2005, Hokkaido 
University aims to promote international educational and research 
collaboration that transcends the boundaries of conventional academic 
disciplines and to work with Japanese businesses to offer the 
University’s latest research achievements to society. 

・ Achievements: 

(1) The holding of the Hokkaido University Sustainability Science Forum 

As part of the Poplar Project jointly initiated by Hokkaido University, The Asahi 
Shimbun Company and Hokkaido Television Broadcasting Co., Ltd. in July 2005, 
the University and The Asahi Shimbun Company cohosted the Hokkaido 
University Sustainability Science Forum: Future of Humanity and Global 
Environment – From the Forests and Sea in the North in Tokyo and Sapporo in 
2006. The Tokyo forum, held at Yurakucho Asahi Hall on the morning and 
afternoon of August 5, drew a total of 1,000 people, whereas the Sapporo forum, 
held on August 6 at Hokkaido University Conference Hall, attracted 310. 

(2) The publication of an advertisement for and a report on the Hokkaido University 
Sustainability Science Forum in The Asahi Shimbun 

- An article featuring a conversation between the president of JFE Holdings 
Corporation and an executive and vice president of Hokkaido University was 
published in the morning edition of The Asahi Shimbun on August 5 nationwide, 
excluding Hokkaido, and on August 6 in Hokkaido (approximately 8.2 million 
copies in total). 

- An article reporting on the forum was published in the national morning 
edition of The Asahi Shimbun on August 23, 2008. The newspaper’s Hokkaido 
edition ran the article in a double-page color spread (pp. 16-17). 

(3) The holding of the Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustainable 
Development 

This symposium, held at Hokkaido University Conference Hall from August 7 to 
9, 2006, attracted 948 people from 19 countries. The plenary session on Day 1 
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featured 11 invited speakers, who addressed issues in five priority fields and 
interdisciplinary challenges. On Day 2, participants were split into three 
different parallel sessions to discuss technical issues. On Day 3, a poster session 
and another plenary session were held, and the topics also included the future of 
international collaboration. The three-day event featured 65 oral presentations 
and 147 poster presentations. Many participants expressed hopes that the 
symposium would be continued in the future, which led to the launch of the 
Sustainability Weeks program in the following year. 
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Intrl’ Sympo on SD (7-9 Aug. 2006)

Aug. 7-9, 2006 (Finished)

The Hokkaido University International Symposium on Sustainable Development was held on 7-9th August, 2006 in

Sapporo, Hokkaidom, Japan.

It was the first multidisciplinary international meeting of its kind, bringing together educators of higher educational

institutes and researchers to share their views of the sustainable development. About 950 educators and researchers

from 19 countries and regions, representing fields as diverse as Earth Science, Ecology, Veterinary, Engineering, Political

Science, Education and more, gathered for three days in Sapporo. All abstract and presentation data are available:

A major goal for the Symposium was to serve as a springboard for international

collaboration toward the global sustainability among educators and researches beyond

academic, national and regional boundaries. Many participants have told us about new

insights and connections gained through the unique environment of the multidisciplinary

meeting.

 The Symposium finished with the proposals for creation of a network, named, “Hokudai

Network for Global Sustainability”. The Network is to accelerate education and research

on Sustainable Development by sharing ideas and information through internet by

increasing the visibility of the good practice and by enhance collaborative activities. The

symposium also proposed the reunion, meeting at the next symposium held in 2009, with achievements of research and

education.

The project team of Hokkaido University Initiative on Sustainable Development (HUISD) would take a central role of

designing and operating the effective network activity. By doing so, Hokkaido University would accelerate further

contributions to the global issue.

Picture Album: Hokkaido University International Symposium 2006

 

 

 

 

(Left side) Prof. K. Shetty speaches on “Sustainable Food Production:

Integration of Emerging Global Food, Health and Environmental Challenges”

(Right side) Prof. K. J. Noone speaches “Creating an Applied Earth System Science: 

                                                                   Linking Global Environmental Change Science toSustainability Issues”
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