


Contributing towards the resolution of global issues

Hokkaido University is a leading comprehensive university that 
places importance on its graduate schools. The university was 
founded in 1876 as Sapporo Agricultural College, the fi rst modern 
academic institute in Japan. During its long history, the college 
became an Imperial University and fl ourished after the creation of 
the new university system. Over this period, we have declared and 
cultivated basic philosophies for education and research: “frontier 
spirit,” “global perspectives,” “all-round education” and “practical 
learning.” To meet the demands of society and move ahead as a part 
of the National University Corporation, Hokkaido University needs 
to formulate a long-term goal for developing a basis for knowledge 
generation, dissemination and application in the new century, 
while reaffi  rming our basic philosophies and recognizing our 
accountability to society.

We foster a spirit that enables people to take up the challenges 
of their day and to forge new ways of tackling them.

Our goal is to cultivate a better understanding of other 
cultures and improve communication skills in foreign 
languages by fi rst building a deeper awareness of our 
own culture.

We provide comprehensive education that aims to nurture 
an appreciation of humanity, a strong intellect, and well-
rounded acuity based on the talents of each student.

We encourage the pursuit of universal truths by emphasizing 
basic research and its practical application, and by applying 
the fruits of the research in Hokkaido, Japan, and the rest of 
the world.
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Educational Reform Programs

Administrative Reform Programs

Improving our 
international circulation

Enhancing our 
international competitiveness

Cooperating with researchers 
from around the world to provide 
“Global collaborative programs”

Promoting international 
collaborative research and producing 

“next-generation leaders who 
off er solutions to global issues”

Excellent students from around 
the world gathering with 

our students to realize 
a “multicultural campus”

Establishing a “global leader 
development system”

to anticipate future changes

Expanding the “Hokkaido 
University community” and 

activities in various parts 
of the world

University Governance Enhancement

Improving the comprehensive educational 
management system  1

Streamlining global correspondence3

Internationalizing the human 
resources and personal systems2

Expanding the global PR network4
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The “Hokkaido Universal Campus Initiative” (HUCI) is the 
university’s newest reform program. It aims to further 
internationalize the university as a whole so that we 
might foster more world leaders who can contribute to the 
resolution of global issues.

In March 2014, to commemorate this signifi cant milestone, 
we developed the “Future Strategy for the 150th Anniversary 
of Hokkaido University” (hereinafter: the Future Strategy 150) 
to create tangible goals for the future. The concept behind 
the HUCI is one of the core execution plans for the “Future 
Strategy 150,” based on the “1-4-4 Reform Plans.” We aim 
to foster personnel who contribute to solving global issues 
using international, organizational and social networks, who 
promote international compatibility and who strengthen 
international competitiveness.
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Nitobe College (Undergraduate Education Course)

To foster global leaders who can contribute to the development of the international 
community, the University has established a pioneering educational method: the 
NITOBE Education System of undergraduate and graduate courses. Under the system, 
an interdisciplinary education program called “Nitobe College” provides a continuous 
education experience over the course of 6 years. 

Offered alongside the students’ graduate studies, the program 
aims to develop qualities and skills essential for fi nding creative 
solutions to global problems and aims to create socially valuable 
concepts in the international community. Based on high-level 
expertise in each specialized fi eld of graduate studies, Nitobe College 
focuses on developing competencies, namely “the ability to attain 
sustainable personal development,” “skills of team organization and 
management,” “capabilities of knowledge-sharing and knowledge 
application for social benefi t,” and a strong sense of “professional 
ethics” in accordance with each specialized fi eld of graduate studies. 

This interdisciplinary educational program is available in parallel 
to the existing twelve undergraduate schools. Composite education 
is provided with the aim of fostering students who will have an 
international mindset and global perspective.

FEATURES

Two-step special program to develop global 
leaders.

-  The Foundation Program(1st year) - 
Promoting the importance of leadership 
and an understanding of international 
society.

-  The Honors Program (2nd year up to 
graduation) - Fostering global leadership 
skills through the development of 
independent-minded personalities

Individuality and overseas study programs 
that enhance expertise.

    Long-term overseas study (Exchange 
Program)

    Short-term overseas study (Short-Term 
Overseas Special Programs, Specialized 
Short-Term Overseas Study, International 
Internship Program)

Leadership Curriculum for developing its 
skill  sets and its mindsets.

Global career development taught by 
fellows and mentors, alumni of the 
university who have reached the top 
of their professions.

FEATURES

Skills of team 
organization and 

management
Capabilities of 

knowledge-sharing and 
knowledge application 

for social benefi t 

Professional 
ethics

Ability to attain 
sustainable personal 

development

Nitobe College (Graduate Education Course)

NITOBE 
Education System

Standard Curriculum 
for Undergraduate 

and Graduate 

Interdisciplinary 
Education Program 

“Nitobe College” 
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2nd year up 
to graduation

The Honors Program 

1st year
The Foundation Program

Career 
Development 

Seminar

Dialog 
Program

Advanced 
Seminar

Fellow Seminar

International
Internship

Diversity awareness in a microcosm of 
international society

/ 
A cross-disciplinary learning environment.

An intensive team-based active-learning curriculum

A global network that plays an active role in society

Developing high levels of English profi ciency 
and the competencies required of globally 
minded future leaders

Enabling students to study independently 
through active learning

Visualization and effi  ciency enhancement 
in portfolio-based learning and teaching.

Education and career support using the 
alumni network.
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New 
International
Graduate Schools

International Degree Programs

The Double Degree Program (DDP) and the Cotutelle Program (CP) are  implemented 
to share the specialized educational and research resources  of each graduate school 
with overseas universities. We have designed and  promoted the introduction of 
an educational system that guides student  research in collaboration with overseas 
universities. As of FY2018, 31 DDPs and 9 CPs had been introduced.

Establishment of international graduate schools

In 2014, Hokkaido University established the Global Institution 
for Collaborative Research and Education (GI-CoRE) as a faculty 
organization under the direct control of the President. We invite 
distinguished research groups from around the world to conduct 
cutting-edge research and educational programs with us. These 
programs take place in special personnel management zones we 
call “Global Station.” Using the above international joint effort as 
a basis to develop highly professional individuals, we are planning 
to reorganize the current graduate schools and create new faculties. 

To apply the strengths of the University towards developing 
global leaders who help to solve global issues, we are promoting 
an “International Degree Programs” and the establishment 
of an “International Graduate School” through international 
collaboration in different fi elds.

Global Station (GS)

New graduate school plans

Graduate School of 
Information Science 

and Technology

Division of Soft Matter
(Graduate School of 

Life Science)

New Course
(Graduate School of 

Environmental Science)

Big Data & Cybersecurity

Research on cybersecurity 
and big data science

Soft Matter

Promoting advanced soft matter research 
for the development of high-quality and 

durable soft materials

Arctic Research

Contributing towards the elucidation 
of environmental changes in the Arctic 

and its impact on society

Quantum Medical Science & Engineering

Collaboration with Stanford University for 
the creation of innovative cancer 

treatments

Food, Land & Water Resources

Rearing world leaders to address global 
issues related to food, water, 

and land resources

Zoonosis Control

World-class zoonosis research center 
focused on preventive measures 

Research 
Achievements

Cross-appointed Invited

HU TOP 
FACULTIES

TOP GLOBAL 
UNIVERSITIES

for example
Stanford University, USA
University of Melbourne, 

Australia
University of California, 

Davis, USA

for example
Faculty of Medicine
Research Center for 

Zoonosis Control
Research Faculty 

of Agriculture 
Faculty of Advanced 

Life Science

2017

2018 2019

2017 2017

TBC

Biomedical Science 
& Engineering 

Infectious Diseases Global Food Resources

Double Degree Program

Establish educational programs of 
the same degree level in cooperation 
with overseas universities, and each 
university grants a degree when it 
meets the graduation / completion 
requirements of each university through 
transfer credit. 
e.g.
University of Gothenburg (Sweden) 
University of Montreal (Canada) etc.

Cotutelle Program

In cooperation with overseas universities, 
both universities will jointly provide 
research supervision on writing doctoral 
dissertations. A degree is given by 
Hokkaido University and appended that 
student was supervised joint research 
with a collaborative university.
e.g.
The University of Sydney (Australia)
National Taiwan University (Taiwan) etc.

Hokkaido University Graduate Schools and International Degree Programs

Humanities & Human 
Sciences 

Law

Medicine Dental Medicine

Information Science & 
Technology

Economics & Business

Fisheries Sciences

Science

Agriculture
Life Science

Education

Environmental Science

International Media, 
Communication & Tourism Studies

Health Sciences Engineering

Chemical Sciences 
& Engineering

Public Policy

Veterinary Medicine



Number of courses off ered during summer
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Number of invited overseas researchers

2013 2018 2023
/ expected)

Undergraduate 
courses

2018

15

Graduate 
courses

2018

104

• University of Oxford (UK)
• Stanford University (USA)
• National University of Singapore (Singapore)
• Tsinghua University (China)
• Seoul National University (Korea)
• ETH Zürich (Switzerland)
• The University of British Columbia (Canada)
• University of Edinburgh (UK) etc.

CREATING THE WORLD’S 
BEST SUMMER-STUDY 

OPPORTUNITIES

Held summer schools in collaboration with 
world-leading researchers  from all over the 
world to Hokkaido University. 

Providing great academic opportunities for 
all students and researchers to collaborate 
and establish new network with people from 
all over the world.

While taking advantage of Hokkaido’s cooler 
summer compared to other parts of Japan, 
Hokkaido University offers a wide range 
of campuses and fi elds that are unique to 
the university.

Students can coordinate their academic plans 
in HSI by selecting distinguished and special 
courses. 

Hokkaido University (HU) has established 
Learning Satellites around the globe to offer 
courses to students from HU and overseas 
universities.

By offering various programs around the 
globe that allow students from HU and from 
countries beyond Japan to learn together, 

this project aims to nurture talented 
individuals who are capable of contributing 
to the resolution of global issues and aims 
to promote collaboration between faculty 
members at HU and overseas universities 
in order to internationalize and enhance 
the quality of HU educational programs. 

The project aims to develop joint 
educational programs (e.g., double-degree 
programs and cotutelle programs) and 
research collaborations with overseas 
institutions.

2013 2018

546 60

Number of courses off ered by overseas 
learning satellites

Hokkaido 
Summer Institute 
(HSI) 

Learning Satellites 

Number of non-HU students participating

2016 2018

3,4671,598 6,000

Number of students participating

HOKKAIDO 
UNIVERSITY IN 

GLOBAL EDUCATION 
FIELD

2018

508

TARGET 
ACHIEVED

Examples of Learning Satellites

University of Warmia and Mazury

ETH Zurich

University of Kiel

Aarhus University

University of Edinburgh

Umeå University

Karolinska Institute

Gadjah Mada University

National University of Singapore

SEAFDEC 
King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang

Royal University of Phnom Penh 

University of Toronto

University of Montreal

University of Peradeniya

University of Zambia

Lincoln University

University of Antioquia

North-Eastern Federal University

Pacifi c National University

Panthein University

Jeju National University

Seoul National University

Pusan National University

Taiwan National University2023
/ expected)

2023
/ expected)



Moscow

Seoul
Beijing

Hanoi

Indonesia

PhilippinesThailand

Helsinki

Portland

Lusaka

ASIA

EUROPE

NORTH AMERICA

MIDDLE EAST

SOUTH AMERICA

AFRICA

Distribution of international students

171

107

348
230

2013

2013

2019

2019

29

7

8

2

2

57

20

15

5

6

2019

2019

2019

2019

2019

2013

2013

2013

2013

2013

OCEANIA 

2013 2019

2,2681,407 2,440

International students

2023
( / expected)
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Number of Hokkaido University Ambassadors and Partners

Number of overseas offi  ces

Number of universities with which we have international 
exchange agreements 

ROLE OF OVERSEAS OFFICES
•  Collecting information from overseas 

universities
•  Disseminating public information about 

entrance examinations, examining 
interviewees

•  Providing coordination adjustment, such 
as through the acceptance of international 
students

•  Supporting the educational research of our 
university staff 

•  Supporting the activities of our alumni 
association by former international students 
of our university and graduates staying abroad

•  Supporting industry-academia collaboration 
between Japanese companies and overseas 
universities

•  Study in Japan Global Network Project 
(Moscow,Lusaka)

2013

2013

2013

2019

2019

2019

2019

194 330
47 69

326

3 7

681

Overseas offi  ces

Liaison offi  ces

Universities with which we have international 
exchange agreements 

Overseas Offi  ces & 
International 
Exchanges 

2023
/ expected)

Sapporo campus

Hakkodate 
campus

Supporters who connect Hokkaido University and the world 
in each country / region.



Modern Japanese Studies Program Integrated Science Program 

The ISP is a cross-disciplinary educational science program for 
international students who are interested in pursuing a degree 
in the natural sciences. It was founded in 2017.

The program aims to educate students in an ensemble 
of scientifi c disciplines in the world’s most important and 
infl uential language. The program’s strong cross-disciplinary 
nature also bridges the gaps that sometimes exist between 
individual core scientifi c disciplines (physics, chemistry, 
biology.) Students will be given an initially broad education 
across the scientifi c spectrum and then be allowed to specialize 
in their later years in accordance with their interests.

The MJSP is a four-year bilingual Bachelor’s Degree program 
for international students. It was founded in 2015. For students 
with insuffi  cient Japanese language ability, there is an Intensive 
Japanese Course that provides elementary Japanese language 
education for 6 months before admission. We develop well 
educated, global human resources who are active as good 
partners in Japan with excellent insight into Japanese society.

Intensive Japanese Course 

CURRICULUM

1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

Choose a major and a minor from “History/
Culture” and “Society/Political Economy” 

Modules

Basic / Liberal Arts
Specialized courses in Japanese studies

Preparatory 
Education

JLPT N4 level

Beginner to
Intermediate

Japanese 
language

Japanese 
studies

Language
used

JLPT N3~2 level

Intermediate 
to Advanced

JLPT N1 level More JLPT N1 level

Academic 
Japanese

 Business 
Japanese

JLPT N2~1 level

Content-based 
courses at the 

intermediate level 

ntensive study of the Japanese language.

The study of Japan through four main academic  disciplines – 
history, cultural studies, sociology and political economy.

 A curriculum that allows you to discover your Japan from 
the unique and multicultural vantage point of Japan’s 
northernmost island.

Co-learning with Japanese students.

ENGLISH JAPANESE

A system enables early graduation from bachelor's program in 3.5 years and completion of the master’s 
program in 1.5 years.

continuation

CURRICULUM

Bachelor's 
Component

UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOL
(4 years)*

General Education Courses

Physics Chemistry Biology

Master's  
Component

GRADUATE SCHOOL
(2 years)*

FIND THE 
FIELD 

YOU WANTPrograms Off ered 
in English for 
International 
Students

DISCOVER 
YOUR JAPAN
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ANNUAL 
SNOWALL

STAFF

STUDENTS

UNDERGRADUATE 
SCHOOLS

GRADUATE
SCHOOLS

FULL-TIME
TEACHERS

NOBEL PRIZE

INTERNATIONAL
STAFF

INTERNATIONAL
TEACHERS

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
IN AUGUST

1.97M 1972
POPULATION

WINTER 
OLYMPICS

Sapporo has more snowfall than any 
other major city in the world. This 
environment gives Hokkaido University 
an advantage in research on low-
temperature science.

person

students

person

person

person

visitors visitors

1584271
NUMBER 

OF TOURISTS 
NUMBER OF FOREIGN 

TOURISTS 

1,786700 1,400

Number of course subjects 
in foreign languages

759391 1,700

Number of students who have acquired credits 
from study overseas

2013

2013

2018

2018

2019

2018

2019

2019

2019

2019

2019
2018

2023
/ expected)

2023
/ expected)

20.4%9.7% 19.3%

660km2

CAMPUS AREA

including research farms & forest 
and ranch

90th
WORLD’S MOST 

INNOVATIVE UNIVERSITIES

Hokkaido University 
Basic Data

Professor Emeritus Akira SUZUKI 
was awarded the 2010 Nobel Prize 
in Chemistry for his innovative 
research on cross-coupling chemical 
reactions for the synthesis of organ-
ic compounds.

HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY ACHIEVEMENTS

0000 0000

Hokkaido 
University
Unique 
Facilities

The Arctic Research Center aims to work out solutions to global problems through 
comprehensive and integrated research on the Arctic. As a national research 
center, it promotes the activities of Japanese researchers.

The Research Center for Zoonosis Control investigates the mechanisms of viral 
and bacterial infections and how to rapidly diagnose them, as well as developing 
new treatments for them. 

The world’s fi rst treatment facility combining proton beam therapy and motion 
tracking technology that accurately tracks the subtle movements of lesions.

The Slavic–Eurasian Research Center is the only research center in Japan to 
engage in study of Slavic–Eurasian region. It is a world-leading facility.

A 1,598-ton training vessel used for research and training related to fi sheries 
science and active in research and exchanges with universities and research 
institutes in Japan and abroad.

Hokkaido
Sapporo

TARGET 
ACHIEVED



Top Global University Project
Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT) is promoting the globalization and 
competitiveness of Japanese universities. The Hokkaido 
Universal Campus Initiative (HUCI) has been selected as a 
MEXT Top Global University Project, and it began receiving 
government sponsorship for the 10 years from 2014. Hokkaido 
University was also selected as one of 13 universities charged 
with advancing the globalization of Japanese universities.




