
Live in Japan, Study in English

HUSTEP
SHORT-TERM EXCHANGE PROGRAM



The Hokkaido University Short-Term Exchange Program (HUSTEP) is a ‘junior year abroad’ 

type program designed to provide undergraduate students from affiliated universities 

with the opportunity to study in Japan at Hokkaido University. Participants in this program 

take a wide variety of classes offered in English. Students also have the chance to study 

the Japanese language. In addition, some participants can pursue independent study 

research under the guidance of a faculty member. There will also be an opportunity to 

take part in numerous traditional Japanese cultural activities. Students admitted to the 

program are eligible to apply for a scholarship. 

We would like to invite motivated university students from ALL disciplines 
to participate in HUSTEP.

HUSTEP broadens your horizons!

HUSTEP provides a safe and caring environment in which to carry out your academic studies and broaden your 

horizons. Participating in HUSTEP will help to prepare you for the future with knowledge and experiences that will last 

a lifetime. In addition, you will have a wonderful opportunity to meet and make friends with many Japanese 

people as well as international students from all around the world who come to study at Hokkaido University.  

HUSTEP



HUSTEP was an amazing experience that I will always cherish. I enjoyed 
every aspect of it, from the sports to the food to the language learning. It 
is hard to summarize all the wonderful moments in a few sentences. I will 
never forget the friendships I made in such a short time. Sapporo was a 
great place to live with its diversity and proximity to nature. 

Hamsan Mohammed University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Participating in HUSTEP was a 
transformative milestone in my 
life. The program significantly 
contributed to my personal 
growth and development. One 
of the most inspiring aspects was 
the absence of racism and 
religious discrimination at this 
university. I frequently used the 
university prayer room. I felt that 
Japan is a protective 
environment for everyone. 

The program coordinators treated us like family. I highly recommend 
HUSTEP to students seeking to enhance their knowledge and skills.

Darren Heisel Technical University of Munich, Germany



1. be an undergraduate student from an exchange partner university

*Please note that due to a limited number of scholaships offered, only a few students will be able to 
  receive them. 

Late September-Early August Late September-Mid-February Early April-Early August 

Program Details

Check our website 

https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/admissions/exchange-student-admissions/exchange-programs-in-english-hustep/
https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/admissions/exchange-student-admissions/exchange-programs-in-english-hustep/


Fall Syllabus

Classes
check here!

check here!

 For reference:Spring Syllabus
 

https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/admissions/exchange-student-admissions/exchange-programs-in-english-hustep/course-curriculum-spring/
https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/admissions/exchange-student-admissions/exchange-programs-in-english-hustep/hustep-course-curriculum-fall/


Early October   Classes Begin (Fall Semester)

Late December to Early January    Winter Break

Academic
Calendar





Participant Views of HUSTEP

Bhargav Palthi 
Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad,
India

Kaushali Halawathage
University of Peradeniya, 
Sri Lanka

The HUSTEP program exceeded my expectations in its student support, 

sense of community, and professors. The campus is a large green oasis 

in a lively and inviting city. The sense of community forged between 

students from across the globe and genuinely kind professors is unique 

to Hokudai. What I value most about this program is the balance 

between support and the chance to expand my horizons. I gained 

local insights and global perspectives. I highly recommend the HUSTEP 

program to any student looking to study in Japan.

Kendall Carvalho
University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
United States

I experienced some of the best laboratories, met excellent professors, 

and made great friends. This program has not only helped me to 

advance in my academic career. It has also given me exposure to 

various cultural backgrounds. These four months were a great learning 

and growth experience.

This experience helped me grow both academically and personally, 

creating many opportunities for my future. HUSTEP improved my 

language skills and made me more independent. If you want to know 

more about other countries, experience the seasonal changes of 

Japan and make friends from different countries, I highly recommend 

HUSTEP. It will change your life.

 

Vietnam National University Ho Chi Minh,
Vietnam

I was welcomed into a vibrant community that celebrates cultural 

diversity and academic excellence. The course offerings were diverse 

and well-structured, covering various aspects of Japanese culture, 

language, and society. I particularly enjoyed the Japanese language 

classes, which catered to all levels and were taught by passionate 

instructors. This encouraged participation and helped me improve my 

language skills significantly. My time in the program was transformative.  

I left with cherished memories and valuable skills that will stay with me 

for a lifetime.

Nhi Trần Ngọc Man



Arnaud Blouin
Universite de Montreal,
Canada

Tim Lippert
Technical University of Munich, 
Germany

Participating in HUSTEP created special memories in my life. Getting 

the chance to study at the best agricultural university in Japan, I 

could not miss the chance to participate in the laboratory activities 

at Hokkaido University. I sought opportunities by contacting profes-

sors at the Agricultural School of Hokkaido University. Luckily, I partic-

ipated in lab activities as a research assistant for a doctoral student 

project. Joining HUSTEP helped me to broaden my connections, 

experience, and knowledge, which will be helpful for my future.

Evangeline Aldrich Charlie
Indonesia International Institute for Life Sciences, 
Indonesia

 I quickly felt at home because there is a good network of people and 

resources to help you. I was able to make friends from all over the world 

because there are many events intended for international students. I 

liked the campus because it is a lush green space to study and relax. It’s 

located close to the lively city center where you can enjoy many festi-

vals throughout the year. There are so many things to do in Sapporo, 

and it’s only missing you!

I had an enriching experience that deepened my understanding of 

Japanese culture and daily life. I was able to experience firsthand what 

it feels like to live and study in Japan. The program allowed me to grow 

as a person while also advancing my studies. Moreover, I had the 

opportunity to meet people from around the globe, many of whom 

have become dear friends. This opportunity was worth taking, and I 

recommend participating in this program to everyone. 

Lingxuan Gao
Northwest A&F University
China

I have met many kind classmates and teachers in HUSTEP. I improved 

my English in class interactions. The spirit of questioning is valuable. In 

the past, I was afraid to ask questions. With the encouragement and

support of professors, I learned to ask questions. This will benefit me 

forever. I will remember my time at Hokkaido University for the rest of my 

life.



Founded in 1876, Hokkaido University is one of the oldest, largest and

most prestigious universities in Japan. We are unique among Japan’s 

leading universities in the breadth of disciplines we offer, providing a 

variety of opportunities for personal growth and all-round education 

that develops unique insights and broader perspectives. 

At Hokkaido University, there is more to student life than just lectures.

An abundance of opportunities await international students on 

campus. Students can join one of over 250 clubs, participate in 

sporting activities, visit the university’s museum, attend a university 

festival or just relax with friends on campus. Hokkaido University offers 

students the chance to gain valuable experiences and to make new 

friends. Your year abroad at ‘Hokudai’ will be one to cherish for a 

lifetime.

In the heart of Japan’s northern city of Sapporo, our main campus

provides the perfect balance of natural scenery with state-of-the-art

teaching, research and student support facilities. Our academics

pursue excellence in teaching to offer the best in innovate education. 

Learning from these top academics exposes students to excellence 

and challenges them to succeed as leaders in whatever career they 

choose.

https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/


https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/


https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/admissions/exchange-student-admissions/exchange-programs-in-english-hustep/

